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Frank had surfed for as long as he could remember.

A tall and thin, but athletic guy, he grew up in the sleepy beach town of Montauk, New York, at the 
very tip of Long Island. His parents, who owned a popular seafood restaurant on Main Street, had first 
put him on a board at age three or four. Some of his first memories involved sliding down a wave in 
the sun, seated at the front of his dad's longboard.

During the winter, Montauk had great waves. In fact, they were considered some of the best on the 
East Coast of the United States. But the water was so cold, a wetsuit was required. And while the 
waves in the summer weren't too bad, either, they were nothing compared to the waves in Southern 
California.

As a boy, Frank and his friends subscribed to all the big surf magazines. They dreamed of surfing big 
waves on the North Shore of Oahu, Hawaii, or at Teahupoo on the island of Tahiti. Their pal Clay, 
who moved to Montauk from Santa Barbara, California in middle school, filled their heads with stories 
of surfing in his hometown.

"Sometimes the waves got as high as 20 feet!" he'd say, causing Frank and his surfing buddies to 
gasp. Clay, of course, had never actually surfed a 20-foot wave. But he had sat and watched as 
professional surfers paddled out, caught them, and rode them all the way to the shore.

At only 13, Frank saved up enough from his weekly allowance to buy a plane ticket to Los Angeles. 
His uncle, Jim, lived near Malibu, a small beach town north of L.A. He drove Frank out to a famous 
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surf break near his bungalow in the hills.

Used to the small, easy waves of Montauk, Frank was intimidated by the booming surf. Standing on 
the beach, he could feel the pounding of the waves vibrating under his feet. He paddled out anyway. 
After a struggle, he finally made it into the line-up. The other surfers in the water stared at him warily. 
They could tell he wasn't from California; his pale skin gave him away. But when Frank started 
paddling into a wave, they moved out of the way for him.

"Let's see what the kid can do," one of them said.

They all watched as Frank stood up. Almost as quickly, he was back in the water. The wave crashed 
over him, and sent Frank tumbling through the wake.  

Frank wasn't discouraged. In fact, he was filled with optimism. As he gasped for air after the wipeout, 
he resolved to attend college in California. That way, whenever he wasn't studying, he could drive out 
to the beach and surf waves like this.

Eventually, he thought, he'd be able to handle them like Kelly Slater, the 11-time World Surfing 
Champion. Like anything, he thought, all it takes is practice.

So when it came time to apply to college, Frank looked only at schools bordering the ocean on the 
West Coast. His parents, who didn't like the idea of their son moving so far away, tried to convince 
him to stay closer to home.

"Parts of southern New Jersey have great waves," his dad said over pasta dinner one night.

"And don't forget the swells at Rockaway Beach," his mom added. "Ever since Hurricane Sandy, 
they've been getting bigger and bigger. If you went to New York University, Rockaway Beach is only 
30 minutes away!"

But Frank had made up his mind. He applied to the University of California at Santa Cruz, the 
University of California at Santa Barbara, and Pepperdine University, which was located just a short 
drive from his uncle Jim's in Malibu. His grades and SAT scores were good enough that he was 
admitted to all three. He resorted to drawing straws.

"Pepperdine it is!" he shouted, as his mom and dad looked on from the couch. As much as they didn't 
want him to be so far from home, they understood his dedication to surfing.

"Just remember: Studying before surfing," his mom warned him. "Not everyone becomes a rich and 
famous professional surfer. You have to think about an actual career. After all, if you want to live near 
the beach when you're older, you're going to have to earn some money!"

"I know, Mom," Frank said, giving her a hug. He promised to surf only once he'd finished his 
homework.

This proved harder than he had imagined.

After growing up in the choppy, waist-high surf of Long Island, the curling blue barrels of Southern 
California were a big distraction from the hard, lonely work of studying Chemistry 101 and the history 
of the Civil War. His first month at Pepperdine, he spent every morning surfing at world-famous 
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beaches like Leo Carrillo and El Matador. Pretty soon, he was spending every late afternoon surfing 
there, too.

Due to the amount of time he spent in the ocean, he quickly befriended the local surfers from the 
area. A social, handsome guy as well as a talented surfer, Frank became popular in Malibu's surfing 
community. While his college roommate made friends with other students, Frank found himself 
hanging out with people from town instead.

Needless to say, his obsession with surfing didn't help his grades. When the waves were good, Frank 
would skip class to go out and ride them. And the better he got, the more he wanted to be out there.

"This is all I ever wanted out of life," he told his new friends one night, as they roasted marshmallows 
around a bonfire on the beach. They smiled and nodded. They knew exactly what he meant. Several 
of them had dropped out of college to become what they called "full-time surfers."

Then one day he got a call from his advisor, a professor of marine biology, whose class Frank had 
skipped on many occasions.

"I'm looking at your attendance record here, Frank, and it's not pretty," Professor Blankfein began. 
"Over the last month, you've missed more than half of your scheduled classes. From my 
conversations with your professors, you're in danger of failing three out of four of your classes. Is 
there a problem I should know about?"

Frank was silent on the other line. He didn't know what to say. He was fully aware that he hadn't been 
showing up to class. But the fact that he might flunk out of college in his first semester sent a chill 
through his body. It reminded him of the feeling of jumping into the sea in Montauk in mid-February. 
Having finally tasted the waves of Malibu, he certainly didn't want to return to those meager, freezing 
waves.

"I'm sorry, Professor Blankfein," Frank said, at last. "I don't know what's come over me. It's just, the 
waves out here...I think I've become obsessed with them."

Frank heard his marine biology professor laugh on the other line.

"I sympathize," he said. "I grew up surfing in New Jersey. Why do you think I work at Pepperdine, in 
the field of marine biology? I created a career that allows me to be in the water as much as I want. If 
you're serious about the ocean, you should start thinking about a career in marine biology."

Frank thanked his professor and hung up the phone. The thick marine biology textbook on his desk 
suddenly seemed full of possibility.
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Definition

noun

1. the work a person chooses to do through life.

She wants to have a career as a scientist.

Advanced Definition

noun

1. progress or development of a person through life or some aspect of life.

He had a long career in the Navy.

2. a profession or occupation chosen as a life's work.

She wants to have a career as a scientist.

3. swift movement forward.

The horse's furious career toward the cliff was terrifying.

intransitive verb

1. to run or move swiftly or wildly; rush.

The deer suddenly careered into the woods.

adjective

1. having a specific profession or doing something as a profession.

He's decided to become a career soldier.

Spanish cognate

carrera: The Spanish word carrera means career.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Ever think about what kind of work you'd like to do someday? If you think you would like 
helping people, health care is a terrific career to think about.
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2. "Being lawyer has never been a passion of mine," she explained. "Like many people I just 
picked a career I thought was going to be successful. Years later you're like, 'Wait a minute, 
why am I doing this? I'm not even happy.'"

3. Lincoln was a keen judge of character and able to use that skill in his political career. He saw 
ways to deal with the deep differences between Northerners and Southerners over slavery. He 
also persuaded people with his great speeches and writing.

4. After high school, Lavallee went to college to learn to paint signs. He was ready to start a 
career making signs for stores and businesses, but then something happened that changed 
his life. He went to a motorcycle rally in Laconia, New Hampshire.

5. If you do get hurt, don't forget to lean on others. The healing process from an ACL tear can be 
tough. But Nicole found that her recovery from injury helped her get stronger. "An ACL injury 
doesn't have to mean the end of your athletic career," she says.

6. By the time she turned 16, Lucy's surf career was soaring. She placed in the top 10 in the 
junior division of the Association of Surfing Professionals, the highest achievement for female 
surfers under 21. In a few more years, she would be allowed to qualify for the professional 
tour.

7. By 2010, Colón was no longer in the big leagues. He feared that his career was over. But 
when he returned to the major-league mound in April 2011, playing for a new team (the New 
York Yankees), his pitching was better than ever. That July, the New York Daily News called his 
performance "brilliant."

8. Michelle was twentytwo years old when she went to Thailand. (In fact, she had her twenty
third birthday the day after she arrived in the country.) After she graduated from Ithaca College 
in 2006, she worked as a server for a year. "I didn't know what I wanted to do for a career," 
she said. "But I've always wanted to travel and live abroad. When I heard about the programs 
available for young people to move overseas and teach in different countries, I thought, 'That's 
perfect for me!'"

9. "I heard you're going to Argentina for the summer," Señora Perez told her student. Maya 
nodded her head and smiled, excited for her upcoming vacation. She was going to visit her 
cousins living in the capital of Argentina, Buenos Aires. "I thought I could offer you some 
advice!" the señora said. She explained that she lived in Buenos Aires right after she 
graduated college, starting her career as an English teacher in a high school right in the 
capital city. "It's a beautiful place, I still miss it," Señora Perez added.

10. In 1930, Anna was 50 years old. She had been dancing for a long time, and was near the end 
of her career.
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Definition

verb

1. to cause someone to believe or accept.

His doctor convinced him to stop smoking.

Advertisements convince many people to buy products.

Advanced Definition

transitive verb

1. to cause to accept or believe; persuade (often fol. by "of").

The evidence convinced the jury of his innocence.

His parents tried to convince him to go to college, but he said he wasn't ready.

She finally convinced him that he had to give up smoking.

Spanish cognate

convencer: The Spanish word convencer means convince.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. A lawyer's job is to use evidence to convince the jury that their version of what happened is 
right. One lawyer wants to show that a person is guilty of a crime. That lawyer is the 
prosecutor. The other lawyer, the defense lawyer, hopes to prove the person is not guilty.

2. "By the way," Kelly says, "How did you convince people not to go get delicious free hot dogs? 
I think he could have really turned people to his side with that." "It was easy," Boyd says. "We 
started a rumor that Roger left the hot dogs out in his car overnight. Nobody wanted to get 
sick. He was so depressed; he just left everything sitting there. We grabbed all the leftovers 
and took them back home."

3. Sequoyah brought Ayoka with him to a nearby village and met with the local leaders. He told 
Ayoka to leave the room, then asked each person to say one word. He wrote all their words 
down and called Ayoka back into the room. When she read each word perfectly, the local 
leaders were convinced that it was possible to write their language. They decided to let 
Sequoyah teach reading and writing to the people of their village.

4. When Emine traveled to Cairo for a twoweek vacation, she wasn't prepared for what 
ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.



ReadWorks Vocabulary - convince

happened the moment she stepped off the plane. The heat hit her like a slap on the face. The 
dust found her eyes and nose immediately, and clogged them. Taxi drivers at the airport 
clamored for her attention, shouting and barking at her and each other in Arabic, trying to 
convince her to come with them. "Best price," they insisted in thick accents, looking at her 
eagerly. "For you-best price."

5. Violet, not wanting to cause a scene, reached into her bag and put the round gray frames onto 
her face. She didn't like them and was hoping maybe she could convince her dad to buy her 
new ones.

6. Barry took his idea to the city government. At first the city had doubts. It wasn't sure New 
Yorkers would care enough to buy the vegetables from local farmers instead of the grocery 
store. But Barry convinced the city officials, and they agreed to help. The new farmers' market 
was called a "Greenmarket."

7. But I am not guided by faith alone. Reason guides my struggle also. I am convinced that a 
society founded on ideals of liberty and equality cannot long give those rights only to men.

8. Europe wanted to trade with Asia for silk, gold and spices. However, the trip to Asia around 
Africa was considered too long and dangerous. Columbus wanted to find an easier and quicker 
route. He believed that the Earth was made up of a little water and a lot of land. He thought 
he'd reach Asia in no time if he headed west. Columbus convinced King Ferdinand and 
Queen Isabella from Spain to pay for an expedition. They provided him with three ships and 
money to make the journey west.

9. Now, as an adult, she is pursuing acting full-time. A big part of being an actor is auditions. An 
audition is when an actor goes in front of the people who are producing the play, and 
convinces them that "you are the perfect actor for their show."

10. Nicole S., 16, of Edmore, N.D., used to be afraid of singing in front of people. One time, her 
friends convinced her to sing karaoke with them. She ended up having fun! "Now I will sing 
anywhere, even with people present. Positive peer pressure helped me face my fear," she 
says.
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Advanced Definition

noun

1. that which preoccupies one's mind or emotions excessively or abnormally.

She no longer cared about money and success in and of themselves; surpassing 

her sister in every way was now her obsession.

His friend's wife had become an obsession, and try as he might, he could not put 

covetous thoughts of her out of his mind.

My roommate's obsession with neatness is driving me crazy; I can't put a cup 

down on the table for a second without her putting it in the dishwasher.

2. the act of obsessing or the state of being obsessed.

Spanish cognate

obsesión: The Spanish word obsesión means obsession.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. When she was little, Lucy never dreamed she would become a professional surfer. She was 
too obsessed with horseback riding to think of much else. All her toys were horserelated. Her 
walls were covered with horse posters. When she got home from school, the first thing she did 
was run to the stable, where her parents kept Barnie, her stallion.

2. Many states have passed laws requiring a young player to be cleared by a medical 
professional before returning to play after a concussion. "A kid who's playing with a concussion 
is really vulnerable," says Mark Hyman, author of the book Until It Hurts: America's Obsession 
with Youth Sports and How It Harms Our Kids. "If they get hit again, terrible things can happen 
to them."

3. They used to be best friends, Mikey and Henry. They took their golden retriever Scout on long 
walks through the undeveloped forest area behind their house every day after school. They 
would pretend to be in Middle Earth, like the characters from the Lord of the Rings series 
(which Henry used to read obsessively). Mikey was basically interested in anything Henry 
was and happy to be Gollum or an orc or whatever evil creature Henry felt like vanquishing 
that day.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What does Frank like to do?

A. Frank likes to study.

B. Frank likes going to seafood restaurants.

C. Frank likes to surf.

D. Frank likes taking the SAT.

2. What is the conflict that Frank has to deal with in college?

A. going surfing versus going to class

B. studying chemistry versus studying history

C. hanging out with his roommate versus hanging out with his friends

D. talking to his advisor versus talking to his parents

3. Frank enjoys surfing.

What evidence from the passage supports this statement?

A. Frank's parents own a popular seafood restaurant in New York.

B. Frank has an uncle named Jim who lives in a town north of L.A.

C. Frank is worried that he might flunk out of college in his first semester.

D. In his first month of college, Frank goes surfing every morning.

4. Why does the marine biology textbook seem full of possibility to Frank at the end of 

the story?

A. He realizes that a career in marine biology may allow him to spend his life around the 
ocean.

B. He is easily distracted from the hard, lonely work of studying the history of the Civil 
War.

C. He is a social, handsome guy who becomes popular in Malibu's surfing community.

D. When applying to college, Frank looks only at schools bordering the ocean on the 
West Coast.
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5. What is this story mostly about?

A. what growing up in Montauk, New York is like

B. a trip a young man takes to California when he is 13

C. a young man who is obsessed with surfing

D. the steps involved in applying to college

6. Read the following sentence: "Needless to say, his obsession with surfing didn't help 

his grades."

What does the word obsession mean?

A. homework

B. weakness

C. a very strong interest in something

D. a very strong dislike of something

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Frank keeps skipping class; ______, Professor Blankfein gives him a call.

A. for example

B. as a result

C. namely

D. even though

8. What does Professor Blankfein tell Frank he should start thinking about?
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9. Why does Professor Blankfein tell Frank he should start thinking about a career in 

marine biology?

10. Should Frank drop out of college to become a full-time surfer or stay in college to 

study marine biology? Explain your answer with evidence from the passage.
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